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Surprising juxtapositions like goats spread across pianos and fearful optical illusions like eyeballs being
sliced characterized the surrealistic movement in the arts in 1928 when Louis Aragon published Traité du
Style in Paris. Aragon had become ever more contemptuous of vogues and pretensions. In the name of
surrealism, he produced the first significant critique of it. Instead of merely upsetting old relationships and
skewering sensibilities, Traité du Style was meant to shock with a capital S, and it did. Only now has it been
completely translated into English. Although time has attenuated the scandalous nature of Aragon's
language, his criticism has lost none of its edge in this translation by Alyson Waters.

From the beginning, which describes a postcard showing a little boy on a potty as representative of French
humor and the French spirit, to the end, an attack in scatalogical language on the French military
establishment, Aragon zeros in on one target after another. Nothing escapes his notice or venom—whether it
is the masturbatory output of contemporary writers, the prostitution of culture, or the perversions of
government.

Still, Treatise on Style is more than a brilliant diatribe directed against what Aragon perceived as the moral,
political, and intellectual failures of his time. He proposes surrealism, in art as in life, as a means to achieve a
valid ethical and aesthetic "style." Surrealism, as Aragon defines it here, loses some of its mythical and
mystical trappings; it becomes inspiration with rolled-up shirt-sleeves. He exercises this faculty in his own
writing, which aims to shake readers out of their complacency by alternating the intensely lyrical with the
borderline obscene and juxtaposing the language of the educated elite with that of the street. Whether
denouncing religious fantacism or dispensing praise, Aragon remains true to his idea of the surrealist project:
to reclassify certain values through the act of writing itself. Treatise on Style entertains as a portrait of a
movement and of a personality who kept moving.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Rowe:

Book is definitely written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important issue to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve Treatise on Style (French Modernist
Library) will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think this open or reading a new book make you bored. It is not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Sherry Duncan:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important normally. The book Treatise on Style (French Modernist Library) ended up being
making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The reserve Treatise on Style (French Modernist Library) is not only giving you far
more new information but also being your friend when you sense bored. You can spend your current spend
time to read your book. Try to make relationship while using book Treatise on Style (French Modernist
Library). You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

John Rivera:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Treatise on Style (French Modernist
Library) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Treatise on Style (French
Modernist Library) as good book but not only by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that
can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind
of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet another sixth
sense.

Anthony Bankston:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Treatise on Style (French Modernist Library) was
bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Treatise on Style (French
Modernist Library) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or
Investigation company Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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