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In the 1940s chemists discovered that barbasco, a wild yam indigenous to Mexico, could be used to mass-
produce synthetic steroid hormones. Barbasco spurred the development of new drugs, including cortisone
and the first viable oral contraceptives, and positioned Mexico as a major player in the global pharmaceutical
industry. Yet few people today are aware of Mexico’s role in achieving these advances in modern medicine.
In Jungle Laboratories, Gabriela Soto Laveaga reconstructs the story of how rural yam pickers, international
pharmaceutical companies, and the Mexican state collaborated and collided over the barbasco. By so doing,
she sheds important light on a crucial period in Mexican history and challenges us to reconsider who can
produce science.

Soto Laveaga traces the political, economic, and scientific development of the global barbasco industry from
its emergence in the 1940s, through its appropriation by a populist Mexican state in 1970, to its obsolescence
in the mid-1990s. She focuses primarily on the rural southern region of Tuxtepec, Oaxaca, where the yam
grew most freely and where scientists relied on local, indigenous knowledge to cultivate and harvest the
plant. Rural Mexicans, at first unaware of the pharmaceutical and financial value of barbasco, later acquired
and deployed scientific knowledge to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies, lobby the Mexican
government, and ultimately transform how urban Mexicans perceived them. By illuminating how the yam
made its way from the jungles of Mexico, to domestic and foreign scientific laboratories where it was
transformed into pills, to the medicine cabinets of millions of women across the globe, Jungle Laboratories
urges us to recognize the ways that Mexican peasants attained social and political legitimacy in the twentieth
century, and positions Latin America as a major producer of scientific knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

William Rocha:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet
and the resources inside can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How individuals
to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Jungle Laboratories: Mexican
Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill book because this book offers you rich details and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred pct guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.

Doris Blair:

The publication with title Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the
Pill contains a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you
inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

David Perrin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or even go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the
Making of the Pill it is quite good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-
book. You can m0ore simply to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this
book offers high quality.

Lucille Yang:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we
will say absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity
have you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer can unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular
book you have read is usually Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of
the Pill.
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