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Shaken by military defeat and economic depression after War World I, Germans sought to restore their
nation’s dignity and power. In this context the National Socialist Party, with its promise of a revivified
Germany, drew supporters. Among the most zealous were a number of Catholic clergymen known as “brown
priests” who volunteered as Nazi propagandists. In this insightful study, Spicer unearths a dark subchapter in
Roman Catholic history, introduces the principal clergymen who participated in the Nazi movement,
examines their motives, details their advocacy of National Socialism, and explores the consequences of their
political activism.

Some brown priests, particularly war veterans, advocated National Socialism because it appealed to their
patriotic ardor. Others had less laudatory motives: disaffection with clerical life, conflicts with Church
superiors, or ambition for personal power and fame. Whatever their individual motives, they employed their
skills as orators, writers, and teachers to proclaim the message of Nazism. Especially during the early 1930s,
when the Church forbade membership in the party, these clergymen strove to prove that Catholicism was
compatible with National Socialism, thereby justifying their support of Nazi ideology. Father Dr. Philipp
Haeuser, a scholar and pastor, went so far as to promote antisemitism while deifying Adolf Hitler. The
Führer’s antisemitism, Spicer argues, did not deter clergymen such as Haeuser because, although the Church
officially rejected the Nazis’ extreme racism, Catholic teachings tolerated hostility toward Jews by blaming
them for Christ’s crucifixion.

While a handful of brown priests enjoyed the forbearance of their bishops, others endured reprimand or even
dismissal; a few found new vocations with the Third Reich. After the fall of the Reich, the most visible
brown priests faced trial for their part in the crimes of National Socialism, a movement they had once so
earnestly supported.

In addition to this intriguing history about clergymen trying to reconcile faith and politics, Spicer provides a
master list—verified by extensive research in Church and government archives—of Catholic clergy who
publicly supported National Socialism.
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From reader reviews:

Tyler Emery:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and
the resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals
to be smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking
at a book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specially this Hitler's Priests: Catholic
Clergy and National Socialism book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course
the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Kathy Fredette:

This Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it info accurately using great plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences
inside it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides
straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Hitler's
Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism in your hand like getting the world in your arm, data in it is
not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen tiny right
but this reserve already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still
doubt this?

Kevin Caputo:

The book untitled Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism contain a lot of information on it.
The writer explains the woman idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the
people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by famous author. The author
will take you in the new time of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read more your
smart phone, or product, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish
to purchase the e-book, you can open up their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice go through.

Harold Phillips:

You can get this Hitler's Priests: Catholic Clergy and National Socialism by check out the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for ones
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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