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In Ruling the Root, Milton Mueller uses the theoretical framework of institutional economics to analyze the
global policy and governance problems created by the assignment of Internet domain names and addresses.
"The root" is the top of the domain name hierarchy and the Internet address space. It is the only point of
centralized control in what is otherwise a distributed and voluntaristic network of networks. Both domain
names and IP numbers are valuable resources, and their assignment on a coordinated basis is essential to the
technical operation of the Internet. Mueller explains how control of the root is being leveraged to control the
Internet itself in such key areas as trademark and copyright protection, surveillance of users, content
regulation, and regulation of the domain name supply industry.

Control of the root originally resided in an informally organized technical elite comprised mostly of
American computer scientists. As the Internet became commercialized and domain name registration became
a profitable business, a six-year struggle over property rights and the control of the root broke out among
Internet technologists, business and intellectual property interests, international organizations, national
governments, and advocates of individual rights. By the late 1990s, it was apparent that only a new
international institution could resolve conflicts among the factions in the domain name wars. Mueller
recounts the fascinating process that led to the formation of a new international regime around ICANN, the
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers. In the process, he shows how the vaunted freedom
and openness of the Internet is being diminished by the institutionalization of the root.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Kopec:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
facts. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of numerous ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, looking at a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the
story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press), it is possible to
tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make
them reading a publication.

Robin Blakely:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press).

Sang Weems:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes reading, not only science book and also novel and Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the
Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press) or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or
maybe students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In various other case,
beside science publication, any other book likes Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of
Cyberspace (MIT Press) to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Emmett Willett:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is
known as of book Ruling the Root: Internet Governance and the Taming of Cyberspace (MIT Press). You
can include your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make
an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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